
 The October 6th Provincial Election might soon be known as the election 

that signalled the beginning of a new age in Ontario and the events around us, as a 

new age in our world. What began as an election to cap off the swing to the right of 

Canadian society as Conservative governments were elected federally and munici-

pally, became one where the mood of the people seemed to change almost overnight. 

The constant attacks on our social institutions seemed unending as the attacks on the 

concept of taxation for the common good were relentless. As the summer wore on, 

the fear began to grow amongst many who saw our forms of governments as a 

means to build a society that worked for the common good. September came and the 

tide began to ebb.  

 It is time that we, as teachers, began to see that our service to our communi-

ty is pointless if the members of our communities are impoverished.  The role of 

government and taxation is under attack and the counter attack has started. The  

October 6th election is a beginning in Ontario and the ñoccupationsò across the world 

are a signal of the new beginning. Teachers cannot stand on the sidelines as indiffer-

ent bystanders.                                                                        ...continued on page 2 
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 This election showed an awaken-

ing of the populace to the realization of 

what a Hudak led Progressive Conserva-

tive Government would mean to this prov-

ince. The constant phrasing of wasting tax 

dollars while not explaining how his gov-

ernment would sup-

port programs slowly 

awoke many in this 

province. The aware-

ness that this was 

eerily similar to 

Mike Harrisô 1995 -

2003 government 

slowly turned the 

tide. The actions of 

the Harper led Con-

servative Federal 

government against 

unions and denying 

them their rights 

reminded many on 

whose side the gov-

ernment support would lean on. The con-

stant attack on the pensions and pay of 

union members made a mockery of the 

idea that the government is there to serve 

the people. The same government that 

went $50 Billion  in debt to serve private 

business now fights the common personôs 

pay and pension under the guise that we 

are the threat to the economic stability of 

our country. In Toronto, we have a mayor 

who is well off due to his family business 

and yet argues against city hall employees 

who make a half decent wage. His looking 

for ñefficienciesò become a search for how 

to cut spending ï library hours, transit ser-

vices, dental plans, snow removal etc. A 

mayor born with a silver spoon in his 

mouth telling members of our communi-

ties that they have it too good. It is under 

this backdrop that something is beginning 

to happen. 

 These lines from the song, 

ñSomethingôs Happening Hereò are most 

appropriate in light of todayôs world. It is 

time to awaken to the need for a rediscov-

ering of our raison dô°tre at all three levels 

of government. The Arab Spring, the occu-

pations in major cities, the growing dispar-

ity between the rich and poor, the growing 

poverty in our world, the shrinking middle 

class, the lessening of services for those in 

need and much more are not signs of a 

world that is based on the sense of social 

justice that we proudly talk about in our 

school. We have always known that there 

will never be peace as long as there in in-

justice. We need to get 

back on the road to a 

just world. 

 The provincial 

election is not an insig-

nificant event in our 

world. It is the first 

signal in a while that 

says to our politicians 

that we are not happy 

with their philosophical 

take on our society. 

You can rest assured 

that both Stephen Har-

per and Rob Ford have 

noticed the change. As 

teachers we worked hard in this past elec-

tion and we should be proud of our role in 

derailing a political party that would have 

taken this province and our educational 

system back in time.  That however is not 

sufficient; for the times are in need of sur-

veillance and action. There is something 

happening and it isnôt clear what is hap-

pening but in spite of the confusion, if we 

donôt  start paying attention and participate 

in helping our communities ï are we being 

the leaders that we should be? 

The 2011 Elections ...continued from cover 
 

There's something  

happening here  
What it is ain't  

exactly clear  

ééé. 

I think it's time  
we stop, children, what's 

that sound  
Everybody look what's  

going down  

-  Buffalo Springfield  
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 As all teachers will appreciate, Sep-

tember is usually filled with the frenetic ac-

tivities associated with the start of the school 

year.  The start of this school year however 

was compounded by the unusual events of 

the impending Provincial election.  The usual 

ñwhere did the day go?ò rapid pace of events 

was further intensified by the demands of 

political action in what would be an extreme-

ly important election for our profession.

 The campaign for educators fo-

cused on ñSpeak for Childrenò.  The direc-

tion was to promote an education friendly 

government and support incumbents who 

would champion quality public education 

issues in general, if not Catholic education 

specifically.  While the campaign direction 

and support came from the OECTA Provin-

cial office, the campaign from our unit office 

included co-ordinating teachers to work 

specified ridings, radio ads, Robo-calls, do-

nations, and a social gathering for volunteers 

who devoted their efforts to the cause. 

 Even though none of the main polit-

ical parties took public issue with Catholic 

education, not all parties were in support of 

teachers.  This was not because they are 

teachers but because they are perceived and 

promoted as ñunder the thumb of union boss-

es whose demands have ruined the econo-

my.ò  Their intent was to free the teachers 

from their enslavement whether they wanted 

it or not.  

 Our members are not so easily 

fooled.  They knew better than to buy into 

the propaganda and rhetoric.  They were-

determined to take action and take to the 

streets. 
   é continued on page 7   

Teachers in Action 

Gillian Vivona (TSU Recording Secretary & St. Basil the Great) 

Congratulations to Everyone! Ontario Spoke for Children! 

By: Frank Bruno (TSU Second Vice President) 

 It was election night 9 oôclock Oc-

tober 6, 2011. I was anxious about the possi-

ble outcome of the election results. I was 

eager to know the riding counts from the 

onset.  Having been a political junkie for 

most of my adult life, I know that the early 

polls give you a quick indication of a pattern.

 I saw a watering hole with lots of 

televisions.  I quickly pulled into their park-

ing lot. I was sure that some of those televi-

sion sets would be focused on the election.   

I quickly went into the diner  for  

refreshment.  

 At the same time, I scanned the 

TVôs in the establishment for the election 

numbers.  I quickly discovered, much to my 

disappointment, that not one TV was focused 

on the election. 

 Most of the TVôs were on the hock-

ey game between Toronto and Montreal and 

most of the customers were glued to the 

hockey game. 

 I sheepishly asked the bartender if 

he could please put one of the TVôs on the 

election.  He told me that I was the only per-

son that had made that request.  I mentioned 

to the bartender that there was another game 

in progress--the game of politics.  The person 

sitting next to me looked at me, almost to 

say, ñOh YAH there is an election in pro-

gress too.ò 

 When the Toronto Maple Leafs 

won the game, there were cheers of elation.  

The bar was full and the Air Canada Centre 

was full of fans.  My mind was filled with 

one question only:  I wondered if all of them 

had taken the time to vote. 

    

 Immediately after the hockey game 

the focus became a baseball game.  The next 

day, I learned that the voter turnout was one 

of the lowest ever. 

 The importance of that night was 

to keep the Conservatives from forming a 

government.  We re-elected a government 

that supports publically funded education. 

 This could not have happened 

without active players.  Team TSU players 

volunteered their time and were not paid 

hundreds of thousands of dollars if not mil-

lions. Their arena was the streets of Ontario, 

without the fan fare that is usually associated 

with sports teams. 

 The Toronto Maple Leafs made 

many of us feel good that night, but TEAM 

TSU made a big difference on the day to day 

lives of the people of Ontario, but most im-

portantly for the children of Ontario.  To 

paraphrase, Winston Churchill, ñSo much 

was owed by so many, to so fewò. TSU had 

an All Star team working out in the cam-

paigns.  A special thanks goes to Gillian Vi-

vona, who was the right hand of the cam-

paign.  She worked exceptionally hard  to 

make the operations of the campaign work 

like a clock. 

 There were numerous teachers who 

were helping in the Provincial Election.  To 

those, we owe a great deal of thanks.  As 

well as, to those that went out to vote, en-

couraged others to vote, you helped to make 

a difference too. Thank you, Thank you, 

Thank youé 

 On a side note, the struggle is not 

over.  We now have a minority government.  

It is not the time to sit by and rest.  In a mi-

nority government situation we have to stay 

vigilant, because we could face a new elec-

tion sooner than we think. 

 We, at TEAM TSU, are on ready 

mode.  In fact, we now even have a TEAM 

Jersey.  Hope you like it! 

Antonella Di Carlo (Msgr. Fraser),  Kathleen 

Wynne (MPP), Luigi Martelli (Brebeuf) 



My Political Journey . . . so far . . . 
by Bianka Hudec, TSU Councillor &  St. Maryôs  

          Ten years ago I would have never thought that I could get 

actively involved in politics. Today I'm glad and proud that I did. 

It all started back in 90s while I was still an occasional teacher 

during the "Harris" years. Experiencing the work to rule, partici-

pating in protests and strikes raised my awareness and also left me 

frustrated and angry at how teachers were treated. Once I finally 

got my permanent contract in September 1998, instead of starting 

the school year in the classroom, I started it in front of the school 

on a picket line. Afterwards, I remember the hardship teachers 

went through when they were assigned to teach four periods a day 

that semester or team teach a class. In 1999 the PC government 

got re-elected again and so did the struggle as more attacks on the 

teaching profession followed. 

          In 2003 as the provincial elections were approaching, I 

knew that I wanted to be involved directly in helping to elect a 

Liberal government. When I saw a first Liberal sign on my street 

bearing the name of Laurel Broten I immediately found out where 

her campaign office was and went down the next day. I just 

walked in and said that I wanted to help . I had no idea how that 

decision would change and influence my life. The following after-

noon I met Laurel Broten. When I told her that I was a teacher and 

that I could be in the campaign office every day by four, she said 

that she would wait  for me and that we would canvass together, as 

it would be good to talk to people about the situation in education 

from my own experience.  For the next four weeks leading to the 

elections, I became Laurel Brotenôs top canvasser and an assistant 

on occasions. We knocked together on lots of doors in the Eto-

bicoke-Lakeshore riding, went to meetings with voters, attended 

candidates' debates and rallies,  distributed flyers at subway en-

trances in the mornings and waved at cars at intersections. During 

this campaign I also met a lot of wonderful  and interesting people 

from all kinds of different  professions and backgrounds  who, just 

like me, had a great interest in changing the government  in Ontar-

io. I also met many members of Laurel's family who would come 

and help with her campaign on regular basis. We all became 

friends, partners, dedicated campaigners and felt like one big fami-

ly working towards a common goal. On the election day the victo-

ry felt extremely sweet  and empowering! I wasn't ready to give up 

this wonderful experience after the election, so I got further in-

volved in the riding becoming a Liberal party member and a mem-

ber of an executive in the riding. I  not only started attending 

events at the Queens Park, policy conferences, annual lunches and 

fundraisers but also serving hot dogs at local BBQs. All this gave 

me an opportunity not only to stay in touch with the great people I 

met previously but more importantly to become more politically 

tuned and involved. 

          The 2007 election campaign was much easier to participate 

in as I was already well experienced and also due to a fact that the 

Liberals were pretty high in the polls. The then PC leaderôs, John 

Tory, proposal of granting funding for all religious schools helped 

Liberals to their second majority. 

          In 2008, Michael Ignatieff  was already elected  MPP in 

Etobicoke-Lakeshore and since we have always been working 

together with the federal counterparts in our riding, I was asked to 

help out. Familiar with all the parts of the riding and also with a 

good grasp of issues in provincial politics, I became Ignatieff's 

valuable helper during numerous hours of canvassing. I felt really 

honoured and excited to work with such a well educated and so-

phisticated man. His friendliness and sense of humour were re-

freshing and we would at times talk about literature, teaching, 

travels and of course, politics. 

           Before the last federal elections in April 2011 Ignatieff was 

hardly around as he was travelling around the country and it be-

came difficult  to campaign for a candidate in his absence. The 

defeat was upsetting, of course, but then I had to get started on a 

new campaign, this time the provincial election. The summer was 

not easy, especially with the Liberals trailing 10 points behind the 

PCs in the polls. But walking into Laurel's campaign office for the 

first time felt like coming home to my Liberal family again! Be-

tween the same pleasant retired ladies volunteering and greeting  

me with a smile together, new young staffers from the ministries 

so eager and enthusiastic and the whole crew of first time volun-

teers ready to campaign; there was no doubt in my mind that we 

could win this elections with Laurel. Once again, my daily routine 

changed for a whole month; coming to the campaign office right 

after school, arriving home late in the evening and canvassing on 

Saturdays and Sundays in the morning. A lot of people came to 

help from various other unions, especially OSSTF teachers. We all 

knew how much was at stake for our jobs' future. Having that in 

mind, it became the daily motivator for everyone. Laurel, herself, 

was in the campaign office all the time, sometimes going out to 

canvass  three times a day. Her dedication, energy and enthusiasm 

was admired by everyone and inspired us to work even harder. 

Working for such a candidate was great! The response at the doors 

was mostly positive, as over the past eight years Laurel had be-

come very well known and respected in her community; especially 

for her efforts to advocate for all her constituents. The last week of 

the campaign was especially important as the Liberals tied  the 

PCs in the polls and we were trying to get the last undecided vot-

ers to support Laurel. I felt that I could speak from the heart about 

her dedication and hard work and how she understood fully the 

needs of working families with children; as she herself is a        
 é continued on page 5 
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Having engaged in several exercises in democracy in the past 

twelve months,  donôt you feel empowered? No? Maybe you feel 

that Rob Ford isnôt really listening to you,  that Stephen Harper 

having finally won his majority is trampling on the rights of not 

only Canada Post and Air Canada workers,  but simply isnôt there 

for you!   Maybe you heaved a sigh of relief that Uncle Dalton will 

keep the ship on an even keel as we enter bargaining. But really. . .   

who is there for you NOW!!? What can TSU members now turn 

their energies to?  Why, to the passing of resolutions and laws, as 

well as ï wait for it ï elections to the OECTA provincial execu-

tive next March!! 

It could be that the legislative agenda 

and order paper you really could make 

a difference to is that of OECTA.   The 

supreme governing body of our Union 

is the Provincial Annual General Meet-

ing,  to be held this March 2012 in 

Windsor, Ontario. This  is where  

members,  the  teachers of TSU  and 

other units,   can influence the way in 

which our Association is governed,  

makes policy decisions that will impact 

the lives of teachers, students and cath-

olic education as well as social justice 

and policy, and be held accountable 

ethically and financially.  The need to 

be a strong union in a bargaining year 

is paramount and  you canôt afford to 

be a silent majority!. 

So . . . come out and support your un-

ion; speak up for yourself!  On Novem-

ber 24, 2011, TSU will host one of its 

four GENERAL meetings:  the pre 

AGM Resolutions meeting.   Commit-

tees, the executive, and members as 

individuals will be submitting resolu-

tions to change the OECTA Handbook (www.oecta.on.ca follow 

the links in the member section for ask TSU for a hard copy)  our 

constitution, policies and regulations.  Change IS possible. I have 

witnessed the growth, development, and evolution of our Associa-

tion in over twenty years of active participation in our democratic 

processes. 

Some of those developments include OECTA leading the fight of 

teacher protest Days of Actions; such as when 36,000 plus mem-

bers gathered on the Lawn of Queenôs Park in the cold, January 

snow to protest cuts that hurt kids and education,  joining the  la-

bour movement in solidarity  through our membership in the Ca-

nadian Labour Congress and Ontario Federation of Labour and our 

local participation in the Toronto and York Region Labour Coun-

cil,  where we work with all educational unions and OTF affiliates 

to  support  the struggle for decent wages, benefits, and pensions 

for all not just ourselves. 

My first year as an AGM delegate (in my first year of teaching) 

was a shock when I realized that TSU had submitted no policy 

resolutions or Action Directives for debate. What a lost opportuni-

ty! So, for the following November, I sat down with the Hand-

book, drafted a few ï well,  16 ï saw 

them all pass locally and watched more 

than a dozen make their way into the 

Handbook after vigorous debate on the 

floor of the Assembly.  Some have 

been subsequently modified, but all 

helped bring a classroom teacherôs 

voice to the governing body. Later,  as 

chair of the Provincial PAC on the cusp 

of the Harris  years,  I debated PAC  

policy resolutions to join the OFL and 

CLC  which  become part of our ability 

to withstand Harris attacks and invent-

ed crises.. Later,  John Snobelen, then 

minister of education, identified the  

Harris error as not moving on the 

teachers fast and hard enough,  But we 

were already prepared, because our 

members,  our units, our delegates, and 

our leaders had democratically acted to 

be so. 

 So always in late October,  I spend 

some time reviewing the Handbook and 

thinking about issues in Education:  the 

conditions (deplorable) in some first 

nations schools,  social justice,  protection of colleagues from per-

secution,   the need to strengthen  Health and Safety polices and 

implementation,  and to protect Catholic education, a denomina-

tional constitutional right, from being destroyed. 

My own experience has been that at OECTA my vote DOES 

count,  that I can have a real influence on policy and its implemen-

tation as it affects my professional life. I am empowered IF I 

speak. 

 

Please note these important deadlines: 

November 10, 5pm 

Deadline for Resolutions to be submitted in  

good order for consideration at TSUôs meeting.  

Resolutions must have a mover and  

seconder in good standing 

November 17th 

 

TSU proposed resolutions package available in 

schools and on TSU website 

November 24th 

TSU GENERAL MEETING after school 

(attendance at this meeting is one of the  

criteria for delegation selection  

(see TSU Bylaws for full information) 

January 2012 

Deadline to submit delegate applications 

March 2012 

WINDSOR HERE WE COME!!!! 

My Political Journey . . . so far . . .é continued from page 4 

working mother of two six year olds. I found out that this message 

especially resonated well with the working women and mothers I 

spoke to.                                                            

          This gave me satisfaction realizing that my hard work was 

paying off and I was able to bring some much needed votes for 

Laurel on Election day. It felt like a small personal victory. 

          Once the votes were counted on October 6th, we all gath-

ered for the victory party and it was a true family celebration! The 

thrill, enjoyment, cheering and the overwhelming feelings filled 

the air. The camaraderie and friendships formed during the cam-

paign enriched my life and are going to stay with me for a long 

time. At the end I feel that I had won with my Liberal family in 

more ways than one. 

Elections?  Letôs Move on People! From the Legislative Front  
by Maureen Riggin (Chair, TSU Legislation Committee  &  Loretto Abbey )  

http://www.oecta.on.ca/
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TSU Marches in Labout Day Parade 
by Dave Szollosy, TSU Councillor & Blessed Mother Teresa  

HIGHLIGHTS 

 TSU was once again well represented along with our 

sister affiliates in the Education sector and thousands of trade 

unionists from all sectors in the annual Labour Day parade. 

The annual march wound its way along Queen Street from 

University Avenue to ñThe Exò while members of OECTA, 

OSSTF, ETFO and CUPE distributed pencils and rulers to 

appreciative young parade 

watchers. 

 This year the theme 

reflected homage to former fed-

eral NDP Leader Jack Layton 

who had just recently passed.  

Many celebrated his memory by 

wearing orange.  A button dis-

tributed by the Toronto and 

York Region Labour Council 

which was worn by hundreds of 

marchers, quoted the late NDP 

leader as saying, ñDonôt let 

them tell you it canôt be done.ò 

 Sid Ryan, president of 

the Ontario Federation of La-

bour, raised concerns about mu-

nicipal service cut proposals. 

ñThere is an attack on labour,ò 

Ryan said. 

 

 

Dave Szollosy (Councillor), Bianka Hudec (Councillor), Gerard Ardanaz 

(First VP), Kevin OôDwyer (OECTA President) 

Bianka  Hudec,  Cheri Di Novo (NDP MPP Park-

dale-High Park) 

Dave Szollosy (Councillor) & Peter  Tabuns (NDP MPP Toron-

to-Danforth) 
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Teachers in Action é continued from page 3 

The PAC co-ordinators at the TSU office worked diligently to 

organize the activities for our members within a selected group of 

ridings that called for our assistance.  These incumbents knew and 

had previously experienced the effect that hard-working, volun-

teer teachers can have on an election campaign.  Our work in this 

election would be just as effective. 

 Our teachers took to the streets at the end of their work 

day, keeping in mind that September is normally one of our most 

chaotic months.  They answered phones, knocked on doors, 

dropped off flyers at homes, put up and repaired signs and tire-

lessly supported the cause of maintaining a government that 

would protect the gains made in education over the last 8 years.  

From the unit office, our President, Rene Jansen personally deliv-

ered donation cheques and connected with each of the candidates 

who expressed their gratitude for the financial and personal assis-

tance of TSU members. 

 Suffice to say, the candidates in each of the ridings in 

which our members offered their time and energy were decidedly 

victoriousða testimony to the combined efforts of all concerned.  

Heartfelt thanks goes to all our members who contributed to these 

victories at the office and on the streets, and to those of you who 

took the time to vote in favour of children and our profession.   

 Once again we have proven that our power is in our 

determination to take political action and not sit on the sidelines.  

We are ranked among the best teachers and education systems in 

the world and we continue to work towards maintaining this suc-

cess.  We make a differenceðand in times like these, that is a 

good reason to be proud. 


